
CPPS ELA Curriculum Map: Grade 4 - 2014-2015 at a Glance 

Title Time Performance Task Big Idea Essential Questions Resources/Materials 
The 

Gardener 
 

September Modeling of skills 
and strategies, 

Read Aloud/Think 
Aloud, 

Conferencing, 
Buddy Reading, 
Whole Class Shared 

Reading, Centers, 
Guided Reading, 
Graphic Organizers 

such as KWL 
Chart, Concept 
Map, Sequencing 
of  Problem 
/Solution etc., 

Cooperative 
Learning,  

Chunking of Text, 
Journal Writing, 

Exit slips, 
Comprehension 

Monitoring, 
Peer Tutoring, 

Summarizing, 
Questioning, 
Scaffolding, 
Learning Centers, 

Anecdotal notes, 
Weekly spelling 

/vocab./comp. 
Assessments, 

Use of technology, 
Open–ended 

response 
 
 

The ability to read on-
level text is a 
foundational step in 
reading increasingly 
complex text. 

How does reading on-level text 
with purpose and 
understanding support 
reading development? 

Harcourt Trophies, 
Big Books, 
Graphic Organizers, 
Writing Rubric, 
Annotated Book List 
Books from a variety 

of genres available 
through: Leveled 
books, Classroom 
library, and School 
library. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Harcourt Trophies, 

Donovan’s 
Word Jar 

 

September Proficient readers apply 
multiple strategies to 
decode multisyllabic 
words. 

How does knowledge of 
phonics and word structure 
help students develop 
strategies for reading 
multisyllabic words? 

My Name is 
Maria 
Isabel 

 

September Understanding the 
characters, setting, and 
events in a story or 
drama help the readers 
to see relationships 
between the story 
elements.  Good 
readers understand 
that details in a story or 
drama fit together to 
develop the overall 
text. 

How do specific details in a 
story or drama develop the 
narrative elements?  How do 
these details enhance the 
overall story or drama? 

Lou Gehrig 
 

September Identifying the theme of a 
story helps the reader 
understand the 
message the author is 
trying to 
communicate.  Reader
s make connections 
and draw inferences 
using details from the 
text to help determine 
the theme.  

Why is determining the theme 
of a story important for a 
reader?  How do readers use 
details to help determine the 
theme? 

Amelia and 
Eleanor 

 

October Readers demonstrate an 
understanding of text 
by supporting 

Why do readers use details 
from the text to support their 
understanding of the text? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Modeling of skills 

and strategies, 
Read Aloud/Think 

Aloud, 
Conferencing, 
Buddy Reading, 
Whole Class Shared 

Reading, Centers, 
Guided Reading, 
Graphic Organizers 

such as KWL 
Chart, Concept 
Map, Sequencing 
of  Problem 
/Solution etc., 

Cooperative 
Learning,  

Chunking of Text, 
Journal Writing, 

Exit slips, 
Comprehension 

Monitoring, 
Peer Tutoring, 

Summarizing, 
Questioning, 
Scaffolding, 
Learning Centers, 

Anecdotal notes, 
Weekly spelling 

/vocab./comp. 
Assessments, 

Use of technology, 

conclusions with 
textual evidence. 

Big Books, 
Graphic Organizers, 
Writing Rubric, 
Annotated Book List 
Books from a variety 

of genres available 
through: Leveled 
books, Classroom 
library, and School 
library. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Harcourt Trophies, 

Baker’s 
Neighbor 

 

October Understanding the 
characters, setting, and 
events in a story or 
drama help the readers 
to see relationships 
between the story 
elements.  Good 
readers understand 
that details in a story or 
drama fit together to 
develop the overall 
text. 

How do specific details in a 
story or drama develop the 
narrative elements?  How do 
these details enhance the 
overall story or drama? 

Emperor 
and the 
Kite 

 

October Effective 
communicators underst
and and use figurative 
language, nuances in 
word meanings, and 
word relationships to 
clarify and express 
meaning. 

Why do writers use similes and 
metaphors in text? How could 
a writer use figurative 
language in writing 
literature to affect the 
purpose, voice, and tone of 
their work? 

 
Nights of the 

Pufflings 
 

November When citing specific 
evidence from 
informational text, 
explicit references 
strengthen the validity 
of an answer. 

What textual evidence do 
readers use to support their 
understanding of an 
informational text? 

Garden of 
Happiness 

 

November Proficient readers apply 
multiple strategies to 
decode multisyllabic 
words. 

How does knowledge of 
phonics and word structure 
help students develop 
strategies for reading 
multisyllabic words? 

Babysit an 
Orangutan 

 

November Identifying the main idea 
of the text helps the 
reader understand the 
message the author is 
trying to 
communicate.  Reader

Why is determining the main 
idea of the text important for 
the reader?  How do readers 
use details from the text to 
help determine the main 
idea? 



Open–ended 
response 

 
 
 
 
Modeling of skills 

and strategies, 
Read Aloud/Think 

Aloud, 
Conferencing, 
Buddy Reading, 
Whole Class Shared 

Reading, Centers, 
Guided Reading, 
Graphic Organizers 

such as KWL 
Chart, Concept 
Map, Sequencing 
of  Problem 
/Solution etc., 

Cooperative 
Learning,  

Chunking of Text, 
Journal Writing, 

Exit slips, 
Comprehension 

Monitoring, 
Peer Tutoring, 

Summarizing, 
Questioning, 
Scaffolding, 
Learning Centers, 

Anecdotal notes, 
Weekly spelling 

/vocab./comp. 
Assessments, 

Use of technology, 
Open –ended 

s make connections 
using details from the 
text to help determine 
the main idea.  

 Big Books, 
Graphic Organizers, 
Writing Rubric, 
Annotated Book List 
Books from a variety 

of genres available 
through: Leveled 
books, Classroom 
library, and School 
library. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sarah, Plain 
and Tall 

December Integrating information 
from more than 
one text, on a single 
topic, allows the person 
to write or speak more 
knowledgeably about 
the topic. 

 Why should more than one 
text be used when gathering 
information on a single topic? 

Stealing 
Home 

December Different cultures share 
similarities and 
differences as revealed 
in literary works.  

How can a reader identify 
patterns of similar themes 
throughout various literary 
works?  How can 
understanding the literature of 
other cultures deepen the 
understanding of one's own 
culture and its literature?  

Cricket in 
Times 
Square 

December Effective 
communicators underst
and and use figurative 
language, nuances in 
word meanings, and 
word relationships to 
clarify and express 
meaning. 

Why do writers use similes and 
metaphors in text? How could 
a writer use figurative 
language in writing 
literature to affect the 
purpose, voice, and tone of 
their work? 

Two Lands, 
One Heart 

January  
Authors purposefully 
organize text in a 
variety of ways to 
convey information. 
Proficient readers use 
structure to enhance 
their understanding of 
events, ideas and 
concepts expressed in 
the text. 

What are common ways 
informational texts are 
organized and how does this 
organization impact the 
reader's interpretation of the 
text? 

Look to the January Identifying the theme of a Why is determining the theme 



North response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Modeling of skills 

and strategies, 
Read Aloud/Think 

Aloud, 
Conferencing, 
Buddy Reading, 
Whole Class Shared 

Reading, Centers, 
Guided Reading, 
Graphic Organizers 

such as KWL 
Chart, Concept 
Map, Sequencing 
of  Problem 
/Solution etc., 

Cooperative 
Learning,  

Chunking of Text, 
Journal Writing, 

Exit slips, 
Comprehension 

Monitoring, 
Peer Tutoring, 

Summarizing, 
Questioning, 
Scaffolding, 
Learning Centers, 

Anecdotal notes, 

story helps the reader 
understand the 
message the author is 
trying to 
communicate.  Reader
s make connections 
and draw inferences 
using details from the 
text to help determine 
the theme.  

of a story important for a 
reader?  How do readers use 
details to help determine the 
theme? 

Harcourt Trophies, 
Big Books, 
Graphic Organizers, 
Writing Rubric, 
Annotated Book List 
Books from a variety 

of genres available 
through: Leveled 
books, Classroom 
library, and School 
library. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kids’ 
Invention 
Book 

January When citing specific 
evidence from 
informational text, 
explicit references 
strengthen the validity 
of an answer. 

What textual evidence do 
readers use to support their 
understanding of an 
informational text? 

Case of 
Pablo’s 
Nose 

January  
Effective readers 
determine the meaning 
of unknown words by 
analyzing word parts. 

How do Greek and Latin affixes 
and root words help 
determine or clarify meanings 
of unfamiliar words? 

Days of 
King 
Adobe 

February Authors can present 
information on a topic 
in various genres 
depending on purpose, 
audience, and content. 

Why do authors choose the 
genre they do? How do the 
different genres draw on 
different emotions? 

Red Writing 
Hood 

February The medium an author 
chooses to present a 
text affects a reader's 
understanding and the 
connections that can 
be made to a text.  

How does comparing different 
forms of literary text (written, 
visual and oral) by making 
connections build 
understanding of the text? 

One Grain 
of Rice 

February Readers demonstrate an 
understanding of text 
by supporting 
conclusions with 
textual evidence. 

Why do readers use details 
from the text to support their 
understanding of the text? 

Fire March Text features contribute 
to an understanding of 

How do different text features 
impact the understanding of 



Weekly spelling 
/vocab./comp. 
Assessments, 

Use of technology, 
Open –ended 

response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Modeling of skills 

and strategies, 
Read Aloud/Think 

Aloud, 
Conferencing, 
Buddy Reading, 
Whole Class Shared 

Reading, Centers, 
Guided Reading, 
Graphic Organizers 

such as KWL 
Chart, Concept 
Map, Sequencing 
of  Problem 
/Solution etc., 

Cooperative 
Learning,  

Chunking of Text, 
Journal Writing, 

Exit slips, 
Comprehension 

Monitoring, 

the text in which it 
appears. 

the text? How is analysis of 
information altered by the 
presentation of text in 
different text structures? 

 
Harcourt Trophies, 
Big Books, 
Graphic Organizers, 
Writing Rubric, 
Annotated Book List 
Books from a variety 

of genres available 
through: Leveled 
books, Classroom 
library, and School 
library. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Very 
Important 
Day 

March Effective 
communicators underst
and and use figurative 
language, nuances in 
word meanings, and 
word relationships to 
clarify and express 
meaning. 

How does examining a word's 
synonym or antonym help the 
reader understand the 
meaning of a word? How 
does word knowledge enable 
more precise language when 
speaking or writing? 

Saguaro 
Cactus 

March Authors purposefully 
organize text in a 
variety of ways to 
convey information. 
Proficient readers use 
structure to enhance 
their understanding of 
events, ideas and 
concepts expressed in 
the text. 

What are common ways 
informational texts are 
organized and how does this 
organization impact the 
reader's interpretation of the 
text? 

Blue Willow April Authors use words in 
different ways to 
convey shades of 
meaning.  A reader 
must make meaning of 
different types of 
language in various 
ways to understand the 
nuances of an author's 
message. 

Why do authors use different 
language in different 
texts?  How can background 
knowledge help a reader 
understand the language an 
author uses? 

In My 
Family 

April Effective readers 
determine the meaning 
of unknown words by 
using structural and 
context clues. 

How do readers understand 
new or unfamiliar words 
within a text? How can 
context clues increase the 
reader's comprehension 
when reading and listening? 

Gold Rush April When readers encounter How does understanding the 



Peer Tutoring, 
Summarizing, 

Questioning, 
Scaffolding, 
Learning Centers, 

Anecdotal notes, 
Weekly spelling 

/vocab./comp.  
Assessments, 
Use of technology, 
Open –ended 

response 
 

a difficult or unfamiliar 
word during reading 
there are multiple 
strategies they can use 
to help determine its 
meaning.  Using these 
strategies to 
comprehend new 
words will aid in 
comprehension and 
vocabulary 
development. 

structure of our language and 
words help us increase our 
vocabulary and 
comprehension?  

I Have 
Heard of a 
Land 

April Different cultures share 
similarities and 
differences as revealed 
in literary works.  

How can a reader identify 
patterns of similar themes 
throughout various literary 
works?  How can 
understanding the literature of 
other cultures deepen the 
understanding of one's own 
culture and its literature?  

Paul 
Bunyan 

May Effective readers 
determine the meaning 
of unknown words by 
using appropriate 
reference materials. 

How can reference materials, 
word analysis, and context 
clues help a reader determine 
the meaning of words or 
phrases? 

Fly Traps May To better comprehend 
informational text, 
readers need to 
understand an author's 
organizational 
techniques and how 
they affect the overall 
meaning of the text. 
Good readers know 
that what happens in 
an informational text is 
as important as why it 
happens. 

How do authors explain the 
events, procedures, ideas, or 
concepts in informational 
text?  Why is it important to 
understand why these things 
occur in informational text? 

Down and May Identifying the main idea Why is determining the main 



Up Fall of the text helps the 
reader understand the 
message the author is 
trying to 
communicate.  Reader
s make connections 
using details from the 
text to help determine 
the main idea.  

idea of the text important for 
the reader?  How do readers 
use details from the text to 
help determine the main 
idea? 

 


